
WELCOME



Tonight we celebrate our 2020 Hidden Heroes and 
Sheroes. This annual celebration has recognized 

almost 200 people doing exceptional work to 
improve the Codman Square and Four Corners 

communities. These hidden heroes and sheroes give 
us hope and inspiration and tonight is our 

opportunity to learn more about them and share our 
gratitude and appreciation for their efforts. 

This celebration also raises funds for two $1,500 
scholarships to be awarded to the two high school 

senior awardees. This tradition began over 20 years 
ago through the leadership of  Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch. 

We are honoring the late Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch for his 
invaluable legacy through the establishment of the 

Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch Scholarship Fund, which funds 
the two educational youth scholarships of $1,500 and 

other scholarship opportunities. 

If you wish to nominate a person or group for 
November 2021, please submit a nomination form. 

Applications are received all year long and selections 
are made by the end of summer. Let's celebrate! 



Hidden Heroes & Sheroes 
Celebration 

November 20, 2020 
6:00 – 8:00 pm

u Welcome

u Mistress of Ceremonies: Erica Davis 

u Codman Square Neighborhood Council: Cynthia Loesch-Johnson, 
President 

u Greater Four Corners Action Coalition: Stafford Lewis, President

u Words from our Elected Officials 
Boston City Councilor Andrea Campbell
Boston City Councilor Michelle Wu
Boston City Councilor Annissa Essaibi George 
Mayor Martin Walsh
Senator Nick Collins 

u Presentation of Awards
Elnora Thompson - Civic Leadership Award
Jhana Senxian - Civic Leadership Award
Shamara Rhodes - Neighborhood Leadership Award
Albert Williams  - Neighborhood Leadership Award
State Representative Russell Holmes - Millennium Award
Keshler Sanon - Youth Award
Christian Massey - Youth Award

u Close

Acknowledgements: Our deep appreciation is extended to the Hidden Heroes 
and Sheroes Committee for organizing this event. We would also like to thank 

the late Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch for his invaluable legacy in establishing this 
event.



Mayor Martin J. Walsh



Civic Leadership Award
The Civic Leadership Award recognizes community 

members who identified a community need and helped to 
impact public policy and improve our community.

Elnora Thompson
Jhana Senxian

Neighborhood Leadership Award
The Neighborhood Leadership Award recognizes 

community members who identified a community need and 
through grassroots leadership effected change and 

improved our community.
Shamara Rhodes
Albert Williams  

Millennium Award 
The Millennium Award recognizes community members 

who either brought to realization a goal of the Millennium 
Report or in the spirit of the new millennium uniquely 

improved our community.
State Representative Russell Holmes

Youth Leadership Award
The Youth Leadership Award recognizes youth who make 
positive change in the community and impact the lives of 

others.
Keshler Sanon

Christian Massey



Civic Leadership Award

The Civic Leadership Award recognizes 
community members who identified a 
community need and helped to impact 

public policy and improve our 
community.



Elnora Thompson

Elnora Thompson was born in Greenwood, Mississippi and moved to Boston in 
1967.  She lived in the South End and in Roxbury before buying her first home 
in Dorchester in 1970 on Mallard Ave. She is the mother of four children, five 
grandchildren and one great grandson.

Elnora worked for the telephone company for 30 years and  retired on May 27, 
1999.  She refers to that day as the happiest day of her life because it when she 
began to volunteer full-time.

Currently, she is the chairperson of the Community Improvement Association, 
CIA. CIA is a neighborhood civic group consisting of residents from Chipman, 
Dunbar, Euclid, Moody, Norfolk, Oakwood, Torrey, Wentworth, Washington, 
and Withington Streets and Claridge, Richard, and Wentworth Terraces.  She 
also belongs to the Women of Courage group, works with Talbot Norfolk 
Triangle, and coordinates the Nightingale Community Garden in Dorchester.  
The community garden was established in 1970 by residents who reclaimed an 
empty lot and transformed it into a shared garden.  Today its 134 plots serve 
250 gardeners and Elnora has assisted in its annual growing of more than 25, 
000 pounds of fresh produce as a veteran gardener. 

Her grandfather was a farmer and she grew up working on the farm in the 
summers. That's where she learned how to grow food and live a healthy 
lifestyle. Today, she loves working with young people in the summer, teaching 
them how to grow fresh healthy vegetables. She also teaches a canning class at 
the Dudley School House every September. 

Elnora’s other passion is sewing. She teaches a quilting class on Tuesdays at the 
Codman Square Library as well as a needlepoint and embroidery class.



Elnora Thompson



Jhana
Senxian

Jhana Senxian was born, raised in Dorchester.  She is a social 
anthropologist and the Founder and CEO of The Guild. The Guild is a 
direct-action ecosystem of intergenerational, Black and Brown residents 
from within and beyond Boston -- and public and private cross-sector allies 
and partners. It is a community-driven social enterprise owned and led by 
people of color that facilitates collaborative alchemy through a process of 
venue, presence and connection in some of the historically neglected 
neighborhoods of the Greater Boston Area.

Jhana brings over 20 years of experience in quantitative and qualitative 
research, direct action, and cross-sector collaboration in the United 
States, Europe, and Africa. Jhana has both developed and directed 
strategic partnerships with the United Nations and has served as an advisor 
to the U.N. Secretary General’s Office and she brings this experience and 
leadership to her work with The Guild.

Jhana has an established track record of leading beautiful neighborhood 
transformations, participatory community investment, city collaboration, 
and policy change. Her work lifts up and manifests racial equity, healing, 
culture, and community and economic development. With a focus on 
systems change and capacity building, she is most passionate about 
creating community resilience, wellness, and shared prosperity.

Since April 1, 2020, The Guild’s pandemic relief efforts have distributed 
care packages of food, personal, senior, child, feminine, and home care 
supplies, PPE, mobility and health related transportation, books, games, 
stress relief and leisure resources, for over 41,000 POC residents, through 
its pantry and by home delivery. 



Jhana Senxian



Neighborhood 
Leadership Award

The Neighborhood Leadership Award 
recognizes community members who 

identified a community need and 
through grassroots leadership effected 
change and improved our community.



Shamara
Rhodes 

DJ WhySham has been seen on “The ShadeRoom w/ 
Megan Thee Stallion”, Boston Neighborhood Network and 
has even DJ’ed for Senator Elizabeth Warren. She is also 
the Official DJ for Brandie Blaze. DJ WhySham is the 
creator of “Boston Got Next”, which is listening sessions or 
local meet ups for artists. BGN has turned into much more 
than listening sessions but a resource for local artists. 
Shamara has been booked from the Haley House to the 
House of Blues which demonstrates her range and growth 
as a self-startup DJ. Her first project released on all 
streaming platforms.  
When she is not inspiring the community through music, 
Shamara is working to improve the health of her 
community.  She has served as the Codman Square Farmers 
Market Manager for three years and the Dorchester Winter 
Farmers Market Manager for two years. In this role, she has 
helped to bring fresh, local, organic produce to a 
community with limited access to such healthy food 
options. She also established the mental health advocacy 
coalition Bringing Back Boston in 2016 to expand the 
accessibility of mental health services in Boston.

Shamara Rhodes AKA DJ WhySham, is 
a visionary, activist, traveler, sister, 
godparent and uses the tagline “Your 
Community DJ”. She is currently 
nominated for the 2020 Boston Music 
Awards ‘DJ Of The Year’.
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Albert
Williams

Albert D. Williams, Sr. is a dedicated volunteer in the Four 
Corners community of Dorchester.  He helps to distribute food 
and essential items to families in need in the community and is 
always willing to volunteer at community events.  He is an 
avid organizer of the annual Boston Shines now Love Your 
Block community clean up and he is committed to his 
improving his community.

Albert grew up in the small town of Gainesville, Alabama, 
where he worked on a farm. In 1961, after graduating from 
high school, he moved to Boston, Massachusetts.

His first job here was through an employment agency. He was 
paid $52 per week but had to pay back $5 of that to the 
employment agency. 

He left that job and on April 24, 1972, went to work for the 
MBTA as a bus operator. He retired from there in 2005.

During this time, he moved to the Four Corners area, where he 
continues to live with his wife, children, and grandchildren.



Albert Williams 





Congratulations to the 
2020 Hidden Heroes & Sheroes!











451 Geneva Avenue, Dorchester, 02122

617-287-2455



Janitorial Services 











 

We Salute  
Hidden Heroes & Sheroes 

Jhana Senxian - Civic Leadership 
Albert Williams - Neighborhood Leadership 

Christian Massey - Youth Leadership 
 

Join Erie-Ellington & Brinsley Partnership 
LIGHT UP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD  

HOLIDAY FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

Every Saturday  
in December 5-8:30pm 

 

 
To participate contact Marilyn 
marilyn450@gmail.com 

It’s been such a sad time in 
our history. Not able to visit 
our loved ones, social 
distancing has become a new 
way of life for us all.  Let us 
bring back some safe joy. 
Decorate your porches, 
windows, and yards.  
Then pack your families in 
the family car and drive 
through our Dorchester 
neighborhoods every 
Saturday in December from 
5pm-8pm. Enjoy the 
creativity of holiday displays.  





Millennium Award

The Millennium Award recognizes 
community members who either 

brought to realization a goal of the 
Millennium Report or in the spirit of 

the new millennium uniquely improved 
our community.  Visit  

codmansquarencouncil.org
to learn more about the 

Millennium Report.



Russell 
Holmes

At an early age, Representative Holmes learned the importance of community 
involvement from one of his first mentors in life, Lenzer Evans. Mr. Evans owned 
Brigham’s Ice Cream in Mattapan Square, which provided the first employment 
opportunity for many young people in the community, including Representative 
Holmes. Mr. Evans taught all his young employees that work was not just a means for 
getting ahead, but that they must also leave the community better than the way they 
found it. From the small corner bench in his shop, Mr. Evans met with state and city 
leaders to discuss policy and public affairs. Mr. Evans encouraged Representative 
Holmes to participate as well.

Representative Holmes remembered the lessons of his youth about the importance of 
community and purchased his first home in Mattapan. Soon after, he began to get 
involved in public service and civic activism when he decided that the streets in his 
community could use some upkeep. Enlisting the help of his neighbors, Representative 
Holmes grew his street cleaning initiative into a community-wide operation that 
culminated in a partnership with Mayor Menino. As a community leader, 
Representative Holmes has worked passionately on issues related to local economic 
development, education, and public transportation. He chaired the Mattapan Library 
Task Force, which brought Boston’s first new public library since 2001.
In 2007, Representative Holmes chaired the Mattapan Economic Development 
Initiative (MEDI) and was an instrumental force in developing a new set of building 
codes to attract businesses to the community. More recently, the team won a federal 
Main Streets designation for Mattapan Square. 
In 2018, Representative Holmes has fought tirelessly to bring Criminal Justice 
Reform, Equitable Transportation - working to improve the Casey Arborway and 
Forest Hills T- Station, and also Affordable Housing to the 6th Suffolk District. He has 
also worked hard on opening the Morton Street and Blue Hill Ave Commuter Rail 
stations. 
Representative Holmes enjoys volunteering. In addition to teaching Sunday school at 
the church of Christ in Roxbury, Representative Holmes has mentored 18 to 22 year-
olds, serving as a male role model and coach on the transition from adolescence to 
adulthood. He has tutored elementary, high school, and college students on academic 
and life skills and has served as a Big Brother in Big Brother Big Sisters. He currently 
works as a Certified Financial Planner with Baystate Financial Services. When he is 
away from the State House, you can usually find Representative Holmes working on 
local initiatives, teaching Sunday school with his wife Sheree, and knocking on doors 
to listen to the concerns of his constituents.

Elected in November 2010, Russell E. 
Holmes represents Massachusetts’ 
Sixth Suffolk District, which includes 
a portion of the communities of 
Dorchester, Mattapan, Hyde Park, 
Roslindale, and Jamaica Plain.



Russell Holmes 

Millennium Award 



Thank you for remembering 
Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch 

and his commitment to 
youth leadership.

From the Loesch Family: Rev. Bob Loesch, Cynthia 
Loesch-Johnson, Cathy Loesch, Melanie Loesch, and 

Chris Loesch

HAPPY BIRTHDAY



Youth Leadership 
Award

The Youth Leadership Award 
recognizes youth who make positive 
change in the community and impact 

the lives of others.



Keshler
Sanon

Keshler has been involved with the BOLD Teens for more than 
five years. The BOLD Teens is a youth-led organization that 
focuses on social, health and environmental justice.  As a youth 
advocate, he works to improve the health, safety and environment 
of the community. He also serves as a member of the Codman 
Square Neighborhood Council Board where he represents the 
BOLD Teens and ensures that the youth voice is heard in the 
community.  Through these organizations he has been instrumental 
in ensuring initiatives of the Codman Square community 
incorporate youth leadership.

Keshler also served as an active member of the city of Boston’s 
Healthy Community Champions and assisted with thousands of 
homes becoming smoke-free by implementing smoke-free lease 
addendums under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Bill Loesch. He also 
played a leadership role in Massachusetts being the first state to 
permanently ban retail sales of all flavored tobacco, including 
menthol cigarettes and vape products in 2020.  

Additionally, Keshler serves as a youth manager of the Codman 
Square Farmers Market where he educates residents on the major 
health inequities in the community caused by diet and promotes 
healthier food options under the leadership of Cynthia Loesch-
Johnson.

Keshler is a true leader and is dedicated to making positive change 
in the community through youth advocacy.  



Keshler
Sanon



Christian 
Massey

Christian is a staple in the community. He works with The 
Guild to assist in the distribution of food, critical supplies, and 
other provisions that families need in the community during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Christian has found freedom through his truth; Christian’s truth 
was not always a pretty one. He was an introvert for many 
years. Being a black young man in America, he was not sure 
how to ask, or where to seek help. Having a good rapport with 
his siblings and his parents allowed him to have a very deep 
conversation about his future. He has inspired others by 
speaking openly about his struggles and process. 

At 15 years old, he found the structure that led him to 
understand that being a man of service and helping others 
proved he was extremely wealthy. The wealth was not 
measured in dollars and cents but rather by the relationships, 
connections, and acts of kindness that he enjoys in the 
community. 

Now in his senior year of high school, he is experiencing a 
school year like no other.  He is confident in his innate ability 
to strive for excellence, despite obstacles.



Christian Massey



Congratulations to the 
2020 Hidden Heroes & Sheroes.



Erica Davis is the Director of Madison Park Development 
Corporation’s (MPDC) Dewitt Center where she is 
responsible for the overall operations and management of 
the facility, budget, program schedules, and program 
partners, relationships with all outside vendors, and 
overseeing the Center’s contract and supervision of three 
staff. 

She has developed and implemented effective programs, 
community events, and community relations. She has rich 
experience in curriculum development, teaching and 
working with an economically diverse population of young 
people with mental health and behavioral disorders. 

At MPDC, she served for four years as Youth Workforce Manager and as liaison between 
MPDC and community partners, Roxbury young people, instructors and job placement sites. 
She developed and structured 3 youth leadership and workforce development programs; 
recruiting and supervising two coordinators and eight program assistants. 

Through the Summer Youth Employment Program she was responsible for oversight of the 
recruitment, training and supervision of 75 city youth. She established a variety of 
employment sites in different career fields for the youth workforce program. She supported 
program grant requests and fundraising events, developed curriculum for job readiness 
workshops and coordinated the design and delivery of job readiness trainings. She developed 
and conducted biweekly youth evaluations and end of the year reviews.  She managed 
payroll and 500k program budget for youth and staff and effectively met revenue goals for 
each fiscal year.  She also oversaw three college scholarship programs totaling 20k. 

Prior to her tenure at MPDC, Ms. Davis served as educator, community family coordinator 
and dean of discipline in Dorchester, MA for the Boston Public Schools and earlier, as a site 
coordinator and after school manager at the well-regarded Bird Street Community Center in 
Dorchester, MA. She graduated from UMass Boston with Masters in Education.

Erica is the founder and CEO of Erica Davis Estates (EDE) a small Black Woman-Owned 
Real Estate Investment Company.  Under her direction, the Company has acquired and 
manages a portfolio of affordable urban luxury units in the heart of Boston. She is licensed   
real estate agent working with Thumbprint Realty. She serves on the Codman Square 
Neighborhood Council Board and is a member of the Black Boston COVID-19 Coalition. 



2021 Nomination Forms 
are available at 

codmansquarecouncil.org



Stay Safe! 

Thank you for 
celebrating 

with us!


