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Community Meeting Minutes 

January 6, 2016 
 

1. Welcome –Cynthia Loesch 
 The meeting started at 7:06 p.m. by President Cynthia Loesch.  
 

2. Police Reports: C-11 – Officer Keaney   
Officer Keaney informed the group that the annual Christmas party and gift giveaway was a success, though 
attendance was lower than usual, likely due to the weather. Keaney reported on a number of incidents from the 
month of December, including an arrest of a homeless man for disorderly conduct, an uptick in convenience 
store robberies (D market and Rosario Market), and the arrest of two men attempting to cash stolen checks on 
Washington Street. Keaney also brought along a flyer promoting rape aggression defense (R.A.D.) classes for 
women, which can be scheduled by any organization with enough space to hold the classes free of charge. It is a 
nationally recognized 9-12 hour course aimed at providing women the necessary self defense education in a 
relatively short period of time. For more information, contact the area C-11 community service office at 617-
343-5315.  
 

3. Introduction of board members and affiliate board members – Barbara Burgess 
Vice President Barbara Burgess invited all newly elected board and affiliate board members to introduce 
themselves.  
 

4. Recap of the CSNC’s work in 2015 – Cynthia Loesch  
• Held 12 monthly community meetings and 12 monthly board meetings 
• Supported the Dorchester Winter Farmers Market (which we are taking over this year) 
• Annual Boston Shines event -May 
• Organized the Codman Square Farmers market – June to October 
• BOLD Teens – farmers market, family fun days, raising tobacco sale age, various programs and 

activities 
• Annual Health of Dorchester event with the Boston Public Health Commission-August 
• Annual Hidden Heroes & Sheroes award ceremony –November  
• Tree lighting with community partners; Distribution of stuffed animals-December  
• Championed a wide range of causes: Smoke free housing, green housing, raising the tobacco sale age, 

Codman Square Park improvements,  
• Weighed in on many building projects  

 
5. Dorchester Winter Farmers Market Introduction – Jerry Samy  

New Dorchester Winter Farmers Market (“DWFM”) manager, Jerry Samy, reminded us that the market is now 
a joint effort of all Dorchester summer farmers markets, and will feature a different market/neighborhood each 
week. Next week (1/16) will be hosted by the Codman Square Farmers Market. The market begins this 
Saturday, January 9, and will include a special kick off ceremony at 11:30 am featuring elected officials, 
including new District 4 City Councilor Andrea Campbell, new City Councilor at-Large Annissa Essaibi 
George, State Representative Russell Holmes, and others.  The DWFM runs from 10 am to 1 pm, January 9 to 
March 19, 2016, and will feature fresh local produce, homemade jewelry and skincare products, bread, and 
more. Any questions about the market can be directed to Jerry at dorchesterwinterfarmersmarket@gmail.com. 
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Check the market facebook page (www.facebook.com/dorchesterwinterfarmersmarket) for updates on vendors, 
sponsorship, and more!  
 

6. Homestead Bakery & Café – Jack Wu 
The café is located at 1448 Dorchester Avenue, and the corner of Dorchester Ave and Adams Street. Pending 
final inspection, it hopes to open in 3 weeks. The café will sell gourmet coffee and tea and baked goods, 
focusing on healthiness and tastiness. There will also be live entertainment – poetry, music, improv, etc. They 
hope to enlist interested community members in creating pop up dinner events, with an emphasis on different 
cultures and cuisines.  The venue includes 31 seats with a total capacity of 49 people. Partners are Fields Corner 
residents, and Mr. Wu lives on Ashmont Street. For more information, contact jackwudc@gmail.com or vist 
https://www.facebook.com/Homestead-bakery-cafe-326415724226780/ 
  

7. Standards for Boston Jobs – Shawn Burgess and Cynthia Loesch 
The Roxbury Strategic Master Plan Oversight Committee adopted a standard focused on diversity, quality of 
jobs, creating permanent jobs, raising minimum wage. This plan provides a great opportunity to think more 
holistically about different developments and work opportunities coming into our neighborhoods. Cynthia 
invited us to be part of the conversation about this; determine if this is going to be a new priority item for us. 
The idea is all neighborhoods are having this conversation and creating a standard for the city of Boston to hold 
developers to.  The zoning, licensing and development meetings are held at Shawn’s office, all are welcome to 
stop by.  
 

8. Announcements 
• Gary Webster – Michelle Wu’s office; constituency director.  

o Councilor Wu was recently elected council president. As president, she monitors the body, 
creates committees, and oversees hearings. Plans to incorporate new committee structures. 
Criminal justice reform, public safety, jobs.  

o Recap on city councilors’ role: Can veto or approve a budget, create ordinances, general 
advocacy work 

o Congratulated new board members  
• Candace Sealey – Congressman Capuano’s liaison. 

o Congratulated new board members 
o Housing, financial services, judicial issues 
o Congressman Capuano working on transportation bill.  

• Charlie – CSNDC  
o Works on economic development and small businesses and merchant association.  
o Solicited feedback on holiday decorations around the square, and invited CSNC to get more 

directly involved in beautifying neighborhood.  
• Victor Rodriguez – CSNC  

o Requested a moment of silence for his stepson who passed away.   
• Sebastian Villa Bahamon – Breakthrough Greater Boston 

o Works at Breakthrough Greater Boson – education nonprofit housed at Tech Boston Academy 
that offers academic support for middle school and high school students. Hoping to find ways to 
get students involved in the great things taking place in Dorchester (volunteer opportunities, etc).  

 
9. State Representative Russell Holmes  

1. Rep. Holmes wished the council a happy new year. Focused on recent developments related to opiates, and 
addiction. He spoke up at a recent meeting of the Massachusetts Black and Latino Legislative Caucus, 
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informing the group that we have had an addition problem for generations in the inner city, and pointed out that 
now that it has reached other more affluent white communities it is no longer referred to as an addiction 
problem, but rather a health crisis. A public health approach is very different from a criminal justice approach.  
This issue has been a priority of the Caucus for a while. Because the crisis is now in all neighborhoods, there 
are more opportunities to have these conversations and get more people on board.  
2. Rep. Holmes is in support of getting rid of additional school zone charges if someone is distributing drugs 
within a school zone. There were questions from the audience about this decision. Rep. Holmes vowed to look 
at every single piece of legislation to see what is and isn’t working. For example, we have seen that school zone 
laws have had no impact in other states.  
3. Rep Holmes summed up the main education-related issues as testing, and the charter vs not charter debate. 
The legislature is probably not going to come to a compromise on charter schools this year. Rep. Holmes stated 
that Senator Sonia Chang Diaz thinks that charter schools should not grow. Holmes advocates for fully funding 
charter school reimbursement AND lifting the charter school cap.  
 

10. Close –Barbara Burgess 
Barbara thanked everyone for attending and invited Sandra Cotterell, CEO of the Codman Square Health Center 
to say a few words. Sandra wished everyone a happy new year. Excited for the winter farmers market. Hoping 
to get on the agenda in coming months.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:23.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Annika Nielsen, CSNC Secretary 
 

 


